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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

The Media Services curriculum addresses the need for helping students acquire and maintain skills in research, interpretation, synthesis and 
evaluation of information from all forms of media.  Students need to learn both the scope and organization of library media resources and be able to 
apply their library media knowledge in educational and personal pursuits.  The primary objective is to foster information literacy by helping students 
become independent users of library media services. An additional objective is to cultivate a positive attitude toward the library media center as a 
resource for personal and aesthetic growth through reading, listening, and viewing.  
 

Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in 
the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester 
courses.  
 

 
 

RATIONALE 
 

Information literate students are effective consumers of information resources.  They learn to recognize that information is packaged using a variety 
of techniques, that it serves a variety of interests, and that it contains a variety of value messages.  Information literate students use critical thinking to 
make decisions about strategies and resources when solving information problems. 

 
The Standards for the 21st  Century Learner states common beliefs and purpose for student inquiry shared by the school library Media profession. 
Media specialists are responsible for ensuring that skills, knowledge and attitudes concerning information access, use and communication are an 
integral part of the school curriculum.  Library media skills are important throughout life.  In immediate terms, they provide a means of achieving 
learning objectives within the curriculum.  In the long term, they have a direct impact on an individual’s ability to deal effectively with a changing 
environment.   Therefore, media specialists must work with classroom teachers and administrators to promote integration of information skills throughout 
the instructional program.   This requires that media specialists be part of building or district curriculum development committees.   In some cases, 
media specialists have the primary responsibility for teaching library media skills.  In other cases, they reinforce and expand the concepts after other 
instructional personnel have laid the groundwork.  Therefore, media specialists and classroom teachers must work cooperatively to make certain that 
these learning activities take place.  Mastery of these skills enables students to complete instructional tasks and explore personal interests. 

 
This curriculum has been revised in alignment with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts and the New 
Jersey Student Learning Standards for Technology. 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

 
Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.   In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 

 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
 
 
During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material- which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 

 

 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the following link - 
http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf. Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) must 
adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan. 
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STANDARDS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY LEARNER 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS, 2007 

 

The American Association of School Librarians (AASL) published Standards for the 21st-Century Learner, a 2007 document 
which frames our students’ information needs.  Library media specialists are guided by its delineation of the necessary skills, 
responsibilities, habits of mind and self- assessment strategies. 

 

COMMON BELIEFS 

 
Reading is a window to the world. 

 

Inquiry provides a framework for learning. 
 

Ethical behavior in the use of information must be taught. 
Technology skills are crucial for future employment needs. 

Equitable access is a key component for education. 

The definition of information literacy has become more complex as resources and technologies have changed. 
 

The continuing expansion of information demands that all individuals acquire the thinking skills that will enable them to learn on their own. 

Learning has a social context. 

School libraries are essential to the development of learning skills. 
 
 

 

LEARNERS USE SKILLS, RESOURCES, & TOOLS TO: 
 

1) Inquire, think, critically, and gain knowledge. 
 

2) Draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 
 

3) Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 
 

4) Pursue personal and aesthetic growth. 
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PROGRAM GOALS 
 
I ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES 

 
Students will learn how information is organized in the library media center and in the community. 

 
 
 
II INFORMATION LITERACY 

 
Students will select and evaluate appropriate media sources for specific information needs. 
Students will develop search strategies to focus their information-gathering. 
Students will use critical reading, viewing and listening skills to make judgments. 
Students will consider divergent opinions. 
Students will communicate ideas in a variety of formats: print, audio, video, multimedia. 
Students will demonstrate the ethical use of information (copyright, plagiarism, bibliographic citations). 

 
 
 
III LITERATURE APPRECIATION 

 
Students will comprehend and evaluate media in various formats. 
Students will increase personal and aesthetic growth through reading for pleasure and lifelong learning. 
Students will understand literary genres. 
Students will communicate what has been learned, valued, or enjoyed. 



MS9-12  MEDIA SERVICES GRADES 9-12        7 
 
 
 
 

PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
 
                              Course: MEDIA SERVICES              Title: GRADES 9-12 
 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH DISTRICT POLICY AS MANDATED BY THE NEW JERSEY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND THE NEW 
JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS CONTENT STANDARDS, THE FOLLOWING ARE PROFICIENCIES REQUIRED FOR 
THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE ABOVE NAMED COURSE. 

 
The student will: 
Organization of Resources 

1.   follow the rules of the media center. 
2.   identify a variety of potential sources of information. 
3.   identify various media center resources and equipment and computer software programs, resulting in application and navigation for 

information. 
4.   demonstrate familiarity with the public library and other community resources. 

Information Literacy 
5.   identify their informational needs and select appropriate resources. 
6.   use online library catalogs, for example:  Library World, Morris County Automated Network (M.A.I.N.). 
7.   demonstrate how to access, select and evaluate information found on the Internet. 
8.   demonstrate the ethical use of information: copyright law, proper citation of information, AUP policy, and TurnItIn/plagiarism. 
9.   use appropriate searching techniques on the Internet, search engines, keywords, Boolean operators, authority and downloading. 
10. demonstrate the ability to select the appropriate resources for classroom assignments. 
11. become proficient in online database searching techniques. 
12. demonstrate the ability to integrate media production skills into classroom activities. 

Literature Appreciation 
13. select literature resources appropriate for a variety of purposes:  leisure reading, supplemental reading for classroom assignments and the 

study of literature for analysis. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 
 
 
 

Student progress is assessed by the media specialist in collaboration with the classroom teacher. Grades are recorded by the classroom 

teacher as they apply to individual assignments. 
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ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES 
PROGRAM GOAL: Students will learn how information is organized in the library media center and in the community. 

 
 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
1.   follow the procedures of the 

media center. 
8.1.12.F.1 
SL.9-10.1 
SL.11-12.1 
Sl.11-12.2 

• take a tour of the media center 
highlighting the following: 
circulation policy 
 

• media center hours responsible 
use of technology proper use of 
equipment. 

 
• examine student information 

sheets and brochures. 
 

• discuss results of scavenger    
hunt.   

 
• review database procedure. 

Observation of students 
following media center 
rules and procedures, 
exhibiting proper 
decorum, borrowing and 
using equipment 
responsibly 

Student ID cards 

Student passes. 

Students are to 
conserve media 
center resources 
such as printer 
paper. (Paper Cut 
software program.) 
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ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES-GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
2.   identify a variety of potential 

sources of information. 
8.1.12.F.2 
RH.9-10.1, 7, 9 
RH.11-12.7, 9 
Rst.9-10.1 
RST.11-12.1 
SL.9-10.4 
WHST.9-10.6, 7 
WHST.11-12.6, 7 
9.2 

• take a tour of the media center, 
identifying potential sources of 
information including online 
databases and print collections, 
reference and circulating. 
 

• develop search strategies to 
identify and locate materials 
found in the online catalog and 
databases. 

Question and answer 
 
 
 
Selection of resources for 
classroom assignments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ability to complete 
assignments 

Media center 
resources: 

 

media center 
web page 
online catalog 
Internet/database 
books 
periodicals 
map/atlas 
collections 
DVD/digital 
streaming 
production 
equipment 

 software 
programs 

 
Confer with subject 
teachers before 
purchasing materials 
to reflect the needs 
of the curriculum. 



MS9-12  MEDIA SERVICES GRADES 9-12        11 
 
 
 
 
 

ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES-GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
3.   locate and identify various 

media center equipment and 
computer software programs, 
resulting in application and 
navigation for information. 

8.1.12.A.1 
 
8.1.12.A.2 
 
RH.9-10.7 
 
RH.11-12.7 
 
RST.11-12.7 
 
WHST.11-12.6 
 
9.2 

• demonstrate the proper use of 
equipment.     
 

• integrate computer programs 
like Excel, Power Point and 
word processing into classroom 
assignments. 

Operation of equipment 
in a safe, responsible 
manner 

Student brochures 
Media Center 
materials  and 
equipment: 

 
video cameras 
digital cameras 
LCD/carts 
audio 
equipment 
iPad 
scanners 
copy machine , 

 etc. 
 

Computers and 
printers 
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ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCES-GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 

STANDARDS 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
EVALUATION/ 

 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
4.   demonstrate familiarity with the 

public library and other 
community resources. 

8.1.12.A.3 
8.1.12.F.1 

• use resources outside the school 
media center such as the 
following: 
district sponsored web links 
various home pages, including the 
public library’s 
community organizations. 

Successful retrieval of 
materials from sources 
outside the school media 
center 

Interlibrary 
resources 

 
Community 
resources/Public 
Library web page 

 
School media center 
web pages 

 
District home page 
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INFORMATION LITERACY 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
5.   identify their informational 

needs and select appropriate 
resources. 

8.1.12.E.1 
8.1.12.F.1 
SL.9-10.2 
SL.11-12.2 
RI.9-10.1 
RI.9-10.2 
RI.9-10.3 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RST.11-12.5 
RST.11-12.6 
W.9-10.7 
W.9-10.8 
W.9-10.9 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
W.11-12.9 
9.2 

• categorize media center resources  
• as they pertain to classroom  
• assignments: 

reference section 
circulating collection 
media center web page 
databases, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• explain rationale for selecting 

specific materials. 

Communication of 
information needs for 
classroom assignment 

Media center 
collection: 

 
Online media center 
catalog and 
databases. 

 
Open web sources, 
depending on 
subject and topic 
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INFORMATION LITERACY-GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
6.   use online library catalogs, for 

example : Library World and 
Morris County Automated 
Network (M.A.I.N.) 

8.1.12.E.2 
8.1.12.F.1 

• operate  the  online  catalog  using 
the following components: 
keyword 
title  
author 
subject 
expert searching. 

 
 
 

• follow online search with hands- 
on   demonstration   of   ability   to 
select materials. 

Library media specialist 
observation of strategies 
for locating materials 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practice sessions to 
determine level of 
proficiency in accessing 
information in online 
library catalogs 
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INFORMATION LITERACY -GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 

STANDARDS 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
EVALUATION/ 

 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
7.   demonstrate how to access, 

select and evaluate information 
found on the Internet. 

8.1.12.E.1 
8.1.12.F.1 
RI.9-10.7 
RI.9-10.8 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
RST.9-10.7 
RST.9-10.8 
RST.9-10.9 
RST.11-12.7 
RST.11-12.8 
RST.11-12.9 
WHST.9-10.6 
WHST.11-12.6 
WHST.9-10.9 
WHST.11-12.9 

• use specific criteria related to 
the internet to locate 
information: relevancy 

    currency       
bias 
authority 
coverage 

• commercial and 
educational purpose of 
web-sites. 

 

 
 
• explain the vocabulary of 

the internet: e.g. 
      search engines     

websites 
wikis/blogs 
shared folders. 

 
 
 
• evaluate websites. 

Application of evaluation 
criteria to select 
appropriate websites for 
classroom assignments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completion of website 
evaluation worksheets 

Power Point 
presentation 

 

Prezi 
 
 
 

Website evaluation 
 
 
 

Website reviews 
from professional 
journals 

 
About Us 
information on 
each site 
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INFORMATION LITERACY-GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 

STANDARDS 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
EVALUATION/ 

 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
8.   demonstrate the ethical use of 

information: copyright law, 
proper citation of information, 
AUP policy, and 
Turnitin/Plagiarism. 

8.1.12.D.2 
8.1.12.E.2 
WHST.9-10.8 
WHST.11-12.8 

• sign and follow the district’s 
Acceptable Use Policy for 
computer access. 

 
 
 
• observe copyright law and record 

bibliographic information for all 
sources 

 
 
 
• explain the forms of plagiarism 

and their consequences (ethical 
and legal). 

Signed AUP agreements 
on file 

 
Responsible use of the 
computers 

 
Appropriate 
bibliographic citations 
for sources of 
information 

 
Registration with 
TurnItIn.com 

Signed AUP policy 
 

A handbook for the 
Preparation of 
Research Papers, 
Board of Education., 
Parsippany Troy 
Hills Schools 

 
MLA handbook 

 
Students without 
signed AUP 
agreements will be 
provided with 
alternative 
assignments 
designed by the 
media specialist in 
consultation with the 
classroom teacher. 
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INFORMATION LITERACY -GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
9.   use appropriate searching 

techniques on the Internet. 
8.1.12.A.3 
8.1.12.C.1 
8.1.12.E.1 
RH.9-10.9 
RH.11-12.9 
RST.11-12.9 
WHST.9-10.9 
WHST.11-12.9 

• create pre-search activities 
to narrow or broaden a 
search. 

• brainstorm to select 
appropriate keywords. 

• apply search techniques 
using 

          Boolean operators and 
quotation marks, (AND, NOT, 
OR) 

• search for specific topics 
using the same keywords in 
different 

         search engines and compare 
         results. 

Ability to access desired 
information 

 
 
 
 
Verbal or written 
comparison 

 
 
 
Rating of resources 

Handouts tailored for 
each research topic 
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INFORMATION LITERACY -GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
10. demonstrate the ability to select 

the appropriate resources for 
classroom assignments 

RH.9-10.1, 5, 6, 7 
RH.11-12.1, 5, 6, 7 
RST.9-10.1, 7, 8 
RST.11-12.1, 7, 8, 9 
SL.9-10.2, 3 
SL.11-12.2, 3 
W.9-10.2 
W.11-12.2 
WHST.9-10.6, 8 
WHST.11-12.6, 8 

• explain   the   difference  
between primary and secondary 
resources. 

 
• compare and contrast resources 

based on assignment 
requirements. For example : 
Include two primary 
and three secondary sources in 
the bibliography. 
formulate criteria for 
selecting authoritative 
sources: e.g. accuracy 
relevancy  
authority  
coverage 

        in-depth analysis. 
 
• utilize the variety of 

community resources 
available: 
private collections  
public libraries 

     authorities (public officials, 
experts in various fields) 

Question and Answer on 
how to differentiate 
between primary and 
secondary source 
material. 

 
Identification of the best 
resources for their 
informational needs 

 
 
 
Selection and evaluation 
of possible sources, 
based on appropriate 
criteria for current 
assignment 

Teachers’ criteria 
for each topic 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library of Congress 
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INFORMATION LITERACY -GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 

STANDARDS 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
EVALUATION/ 

 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
11. become proficient in online 

database searching techniques. 
8.1.12.F.1 
8.1.12.F.2 
8.2.12.F.1 
L.9-10.4 
L.11-12.4 
WHST.9-10.6 
WHST.11-12.6 
WHST.9-10.7 
WHST.11-12.7 
WHST.9-10.8 
WHST.11-12.8 
WHST,9-10.9 
WHST.11-12.9 

• identify and access different types 
of databases. 

 
 
 
• use keyword and Boolean 

searching techniques to refine 
online database searching. 

 

 
 
• identify and define electronic 

terminology: 
periodicals 
encyclopedias  
news services  
subject area databases. 

Use of database 
information in completed 
research 

 
 
 
Students will develop 
effective search 
strategies to navigate 
online databases 

Advanced searching 
 
“More like this” on 
Google 
 
Comparison of 
database vs. open 
web results 
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INFORMATION LITERACY-GRADES 9-12 
(continued) 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 

STANDARDS 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
EVALUATION/ 

 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
12. demonstrate the ability to 

integrate media production 
skills into classroom activities. 

8.1.12.A.4 
8.1.12.B.1 
8.1.12.C.1 
SL.9-10.4 
SL.9-10.5 
SL.9-10.6 
SL.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.5 
SL.11-12.6 
L.9-10.1 
L.9-10.2 
L.9-10.3 
L.11-12.1 
L.11-12.2 
L.11-12.3 
W.9-10.6 

• prepare presentations using media 
production equipment and 
software programs. 

 

 
 
• determine most effective means 

for communicating information. 

Synthesis of information 
into multi-media 
presentations 

 
Use of a variety of 
current technologies such 
as video, audio, digital 
photography, digital 
streaming 

Computer   software 
Inspiration 
Podcasts 
Slides 
Presentation 
software 
Multi-media 
sources 
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LITERATURE APPRECIATION-GRADES 9-12 
 
 
 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
STANDARDS 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
13. Select literature resources 

appropriate for a variety of 
purposes:  leisure reading, 
supplemental reading for 
classroom assignments, and the 
study of literature for analysis. 

8.1.12.A.3 
RL.9-10.2 
RL.9-10.3 
RL.9-10.4 
RL.9-10.5 
RL.9-10.6 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
Rl.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.9 
W.9-10.9 
W.11-12.9 

• develop personal reading lists. 
 
 
 
 
• share informal book reviews     

with their peers. 

Selection of appropriate 
reading materials based 
on personal interests and 
classroom assignments 

Reading Lists e.g. 
Summer reading 

lists 
Professional 

reading lists. 
ALA’s Top 100 
books for the 
College Bound 

Booklist 
School Library 
Journal 
New York Times’ 

book reviews 
 
 

Bibliographies and 
pathfinders for 
classroom 
assignments (e.g. 
specialized 
bibliographies for 
American literature, 
British literature, 
etc.) 
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y 
 
PERIODICALS 

 
Booklist (published by the American Library Association).  P.O. Box 607, Mt. Morris, Illinois  61054-7564. 

 
School Library Journal.  P.O. Box 16178, North Hollywood, California  91615-6178. 

 
Library Media Connection. Linworth Publishing, Inc. 30650 Olentangy River Road, Suite 250, Columbus, Ohio  43214 

 
ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 
Access to these sites is provided through subscription services only.  The URL’s are unique to each school location and are therefore not listed here. 
They are bookmarked in each school library media center’s web page. PHS and PHHS offer the following databases, which are reviewed on annual 
basis. 

 
America the Beautiful 
CQ Researcher 
EBSCO, a periodicals database 
Encyclopedia Americana 
Facts on File 

Editorials on File 
Issues and Controversies on File 
Today’s Science on File 
World News Digest 

Grolier’s Multimedia Encyclopedia 
GALE Discovering Collection 

Authors 
Science 
US History 
World History 

Lands and Peoples 
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ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS (continued) 

 
New Book of Knowledge, The 
New Book of Popular Science, The 
Novelist 
PRO QUEST, a periodicals database 
Reuter’s Online News Service 
SIRS Knowledge Source 

Government Reporter 
Renaissance 
Researcher 

Story Finder 
World Almanac and Book of Facts, The 
World’s Best Poetry, The 
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Library Learning Resources, Inc., 1994. 
 
Yucht, Alice H. Flip It! An Information Skills Strategy for Student Researchers. W orthington, OH: Linworth Publishing, Inc., 1997. 
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WEBSITES 

 
 
 
A & E Classroom. A & E Television Networks: http://www.AandE.com 

 
America’s Story. (from America’s Library). The Library of Congress:  http://www.americaslibrary.gov 

 
American Library Association. 1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W ., Suite 403, W ashington, D.C. 20004-1701: http://www.ala.org 

 
Biography. A & E Television Networks: http://www.Biography.com 

 
Cable in the Classroom. 86 Elm St., Peterborough, NH 03458: http://www.ciconline.org 

 
The Chalkboard, A Classroom Corporate Connection: http://thechalkboard.com 

 
Classroom Connect, Inc. 8000 Marina Blvd., Suite 400, Brisbane, CA 94005: http://www.classroom.net 

 
The Classroom Connection. Creative Analytics, Inc. 101 W . Ohio St., Suite 444, Indianapolis, IN 46204:  http://www.k12connection.org/classroom/ 

 
Discovery School/Discovery Channel. Discovery Communications, Inc. 7700 W isconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814: http://school.discovery.com/ 

 
Educational Media Association of New Jersey. P.O. Box 610, Trenton, NJ 08607:  http://www.emanj.org 

 
Highlands Regional Library Cooperative: http://www.hrlc.org/ 

 
The History Channel. A & E Television Networks: http://www.historychannel.com 

 
International Society for Technology in Education. 480 Charnelton Street, Eugene, OR 97401-2626: http://www.iste.org 

 
The Invisible Web. A companion site to the book by Chris Sherman: http://invisible-web.net 

 
The Learning Channel. Discovery Communications, Inc. 7700 W isconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814:  http://tlc.discovery.com/ 

 
The Library of Congress. “Online Catalog”: http://catalog.loc.gov/ 

http://www.aande.com/
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/
http://www.ala.org/
http://www.biography.com/
http://www.ciconline.org/
http://thechalkboard.com/
http://www.classroom.net/
http://www.k12connection.org/classroom/
http://school.discovery.com/
http://www.emanj.org/
http://www.hrlc.org/
http://www.historychannel.com/
http://www.iste.org/
http://invisible-web.net/
http://tlc.discovery.com/
http://catalog.loc.gov/


MS9-12  MEDIA SERVICES GRADES 9-12        26 
 
 

 
 
 
WEBSITES (continued) 

 
Media & Methods Magazine. 1429 W alnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102: http://www.media-methods.com 

 
Morris Automated Information Network. MAIN, Inc. POB 900, Morristown, NJ 07963-0900: http://www.gti.net/main/ 

 
New Jersey State Library. P.O. Box 520, Trenton, NJ 08625-0520: http://www.njstatelib.org/ 

 
The School Librarian’s Workshop. Library Learning Resources, Inc. P.O. Box 87, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07922:  http://www.school-librarians-workshop.com 

 
Schrock, Kathleen. Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators: http://discoveryschool.com/schrockguide/ 

 
The Teacher Quest, A Web Quest on Creating a Web Quest. W eb Quest Academy, W arrensburg R-VI Schools, W arrensburg, MO: 

http://warrensburg.k12.mo.us/webquest/teacher_quest/ 
 
Township of Parsippany-Troy Hills: http://www.parsippany.net/ 

 
Web Feet. Rockhill Communications, 14 Rock Hill Road, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004: http://wwwwebfeetguides.com 

 

http://www.media-methods.com/
http://www.gti.net/main/
http://www.njstatelib.org/
http://www.school-librarians-workshop.com/
http://discoveryschool.com/schrockguide/
http://warrensburg.k12.mo.us/webquest/teacher_quest/
http://www.parsippany.net/
http://wwwwebfeetguides.com/
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APPENDIX A   SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT FOR HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA 
 
 
 
Your little brother came home from school today upset that his teacher rejected some of the websites in his bibliography on his fourth grade “Culture 
in New Jersey” PowerPoint presentation. You are a solid researcher as a high school junior and you tell him you will help him prove that the sources 
are legitimate.  If not, you will help him find some sources that his teacher will approve as authoritative, current and on his reading level.  You check 
some of his Google-supplied sources and realize that you will have to use an electronic encyclopedia to fact-check.  Please use the attached charts to 
help him decide which sites are valid and free of stereotypes. 
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FACT-FINDING GRID FOR AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
 

INFORMATION FROM 
WEBSITE 

 
NAME AND URL OF 

WEBSITE 

 
REFERENCE CHECKED 

 
AGREE/DISAGREE? 
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AP PE N DI X B     I NFO R M A T I O N PO W E R 
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I N F O R M A T I O N  L I T E R A C Y  S T A N D A R D S 
 
Information literacy, understanding how to access and use information, is at the core of lifelong learning.  The nine Information Literacy Standards 
for Student Learning listed here describe the aspects of student learning to which school library media programs make a significant contribution.  The 
standards are the result of a collaborative effort between the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) and the Association for Educational 
Communications in Technology (AECT) and are excerpted from Information Power:  Building Partnerships for Learning, 1998. 

 
I . I N F O R M A T I O N  L I T E R A C Y 

 
The student who is information literate: 

 

 
Standard:  1. Accesses information efficiently and effectively, as described by the following indicators: 

a. recognizes the need for information; 
b. recognizes that accurate and comprehensive information is the basis for intelligent decision 

making; 
c. formulates questions based on information needs; and 
d. develops and uses successful strategies for locating information. 

 

 
Standard:  2. Evaluates information critically and competently, as described by the following indicators: 

a. determines accuracy, relevance, and comprehensiveness; 
b. distinguishes among facts, points of view, and opinion; 
c. identifies inaccurate and misleading information; and 
d. selects information appropriate to the problem or question at hand. 

 
Standard: 3. Us es information effectively and creatively, as described by the following indicators: 

  a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

organizes informational for practical application; 
integrates new information into one’s own knowledge; 
applies information in critical thinking and problem solving; and 
produces and communicates information and ideas in appropriate formats. 
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INFORMATION LITERACY STANDARDS (continued) 

 

 
 

I I . I N D E P E N D E N T  L E A R N I N G 
 

The student who is an independent learner is information literate and: 
 

 
Standard:  4. Pursues information related to personal interests, as described by the following indicators: 

a. seeks information related to various dimensions of personal well-being, such as career 
interests, community involvement, health matters, and recreational pursuits; and 

b. designs, develops, and evaluates information products and solutions to personal interests. 
 

 
Standard:  5. Appreciates and enjoys literature and other creative expressions of information, as 

described by the following indicators: 
a. is a competent and self-motivated reader; 
b. derives meaning from information presented creatively in a variety of formats; and 
c. develops creative products in a variety of formats. 

 

 
Standard:  6. Strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation, as described by 

the following indicators: 
a. assess the quality of the process and products of one’s own information seeking; and 
b. devises strategies for revising, improving, and updating self-generated knowledge. 
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I I I . S O C I A L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y 
 

The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information 
literate and: 

 
Standard: 7. Recognizes the importance of information to a democratic society, as 
 described by the following indicators: 

a. seeks information from diverse sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures; 
and 
b. respects the principle of equitable access to information. 

 

Standard: 8. Practices ethical behavior in regard to information and information 
technology, as described by the following indicators: 

 a. respects the principles of intellectual freedom; 
b. respects intellectual 
property rights; and c. uses 
information technology 
responsibly. 

 

Standard: 9. Participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information as 
 described by the following indicators: 

a. shares knowledge and information with others; 
b. respects others’ ideas and backgrounds and acknowledges their 
contributions; 
c. collaborates with others, both in person and through technologies, to 

identify information problems and to seek their solutions; and 
d. collaborates with others, both in person and through technologies, to 

design, develop, and evaluate information products and solutions. 
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APPENDIX C     NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 

 

1 - Visual and Performing Arts 

2 - Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 
3 - English Language Arts 

4 - Mathematics 

5 - Science 

6 - Social Studies 

7 - World Languages 

8 - Technology 

9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 
 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/chpe/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/chpe/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/math/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/science/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/wl/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX E     GLOSSARY 
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Glossary 
 
 
 

 
Basic technology terms for preschool: Examples digital camera, battery, screen, computer, Internet, mouse, keyboard, and printer. 

 

Controversial issue: For example, global warming, scarcity of water, alternative energy sources, election campaigns. 
 

Current and emerging technology resources: For example, cell phones, GPS, online communities using wikis, blogs, vlogs, and/or Nings. 
 

Data-collection technology: For example, probes, handheld devices, and geographic mapping systems. 
 

Digital learning game: For example, Alice, Lively. 
 

Developmentally appropriate: Students’ developmental levels prescribe the learning environment and activities that are used. 
 

Digital tools for grade 2: For example, computers, digital cameras, software.. 
 

Digital tools for grades 4, 8, and 12: For example, computers, digital cameras, probing devices, software, cell phones, GPS, online communities, VOIP, and virtual 
conferences. 

 

Electronic authoring tools: Software that facilitates online book development (e.g., multimedia electronic book). 
 

Mapping tools: For example, Google earth, Yahoo maps, and Google maps. 
 

Media-rich: Multiple forms of digital applications in one product (e.g., graphic design, word processing, and spreadsheet). 
 

Multimedia presentation: For example, movie, podcast, vlog. 
 

Online discussion: UNICEF, Oracle, i-Earn, blogs, wikis. 
 

Online learning community: For example, i-Earn, Ning, blogs, wikis, Second Life. 
 

Operations and related applications: For example, saving a word processing file to a network drive, printing a spreadsheet. 
 

Reverse engineer: To isolate the components of a completed system. 
 

Shared hosted services: For example, podcasts, videos, or vlogs. 
 

Technologies: Medical, agricultural, and related biotechnologies, energy and power technologies, information and communications technologie s, transportation 
technologies, manufacturing technologies, and construction technologies. 

 

Virtual environments: For example, games, simulations, websites, blogs.Web-based publication: For example, web pages, wikis, blogs, eZines. 
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